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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

—-C———

IN bringing a Second Edition of “ A Personal Narrative of a
Journey to the Source of the River Oxus” before the Public, I
have avoided any great change in the text; for although the
years that have elapsed since its first appearance have brought
with them vast changes, and although many, aye most of the
actors have passed away, still great interest cannot but attach
itself to an early explorer’s description of men and things, and
I have on this account refrained from expunging passages that
may be familiar to some of my readers. I have thus been
enabled to preserve the continuity of the story throughout, and
where I have been able to collect later information of a nature
likely to interest those who take up the book the reader is
referred to notes.

The attention that has of late been directed to Central Asia
bas induced Mr. Murray to publish the present work ( the first
edition having been out of print); and it is no small source of
gratification to me to be able to point out that my father’s
reports have been fully confirmed by later travellers.

Thanks principally to the Russian forgeries attributed to
Klaproth, the geography of that portion of Central Asia treated
of in the following pages was for a considerable number of years
shrouded in mystery, and Wood's account was subjected to
doubt and suspicion of inaccuracy. Fortunately however the
labours of the Mirza, of Pundit Manphiil, and of other Eastern
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vi PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

travellers, have poured a flood of light upon the question, and
the truth and reliability of Wood’s drawings and reports are
now fully established. The “ Edinburgh Review” for January,
1872, contains an able and exhaustive article on this subject,
tracing the origin and course of the so-called Klaproth forgeries

. and their complete refutation by later travellers.

The following remarks briefly show the causes which led to
the Expedition, and the estimation in which the work accom-
plished by it was held by Government.

After Sir Alexander Burnes’ voyage up the Indus to Lahore,
in 1830, the Indian Government never relaxed its efforts to
procure the fullest details respecting that stream and the
adjacent countries. The information collected by that officer
led to negotiations with every State which bordered on the
Indus and its affluents between Lahore and the sea, the en-
lightened object of which was to confer a boon on Asia by per-
mitting commerce again to circulate through an artery which
barbarism had closed. This desirable arrangement was effected
by treaty in April 1832. It was further necessary to have
the seaboard of Sind surveyed; but the expediency of this

measure was not at first apparent to its suspicious rulers, nor

was the point conceded until the close of 1835. This survey
was no easy task ; and for the excellent map of the “ Mouths of
the Indus” which resulted from it Government were indebted
to Lieutenant Carless, LN. ,
Aga Mahomed Rahim, a Persian merchant of Bombay, was
the first to take advantage of the opening of the Indus for the
purposes of trade ; and with a view of outstripping all competitors,
and reaping largely of the profits which might be expected in
this new field of commercial enterprise, he purchased a steamer
for the navigation of the river. At his request, and with the per-
mission of Government, Lieutenant Wood took command of this
vessel ; and on Saturday the 31st October, 1835, he, with Dr.
Heddle, had the proud satisfaction of unfurling their country’s
flag on the Indus from the first steamboat that ever floated
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upon its celebrated waters! In February, 1836, the steamer
returned to Bombay, leaving Lieutenant Wood on the river to
ascertain its periodical rise and fall, to note the spread of the
inundation, and to record such other phenomena as might
hereafter be useful for its navigation. Having performed this
service, failing health, the result of hard work, compelled
Lieutenant Wood to-leave for Kutch, whence as soon as he was
convalescent he proceeded to Bombay. On arrival he found
Alexander Burnes engaged in preparing the commercial mission
to Affghanistan by the Indus, to which he had been nominated
by the Governor-General.

On' the 9th November, Lieutenant Wood was appointed an
assistant to this mission by Sir Robert Grant’s Government,

Qnd on the 26th-November, 1836, the mission left the harbour
of Bombay.

On nearing the Sind coast, Burnes gave written instructions
to his coadjutors. The following extracts are from the instruc-
tions given to Lieutenant Wood :—“You are aware that one of
the objects of this expedition is to ascend the Indus from its
mouth to Attock, that a more perfect knowledge of the river
may be procured, as well for the purposes of commerce as of
war, and this important examination I am instructed by the
Government of India to entrust entirely to you. In doing so,
I am sure that the experience which you have gained by nearly
a year’s residence on the banks of the Indus, added to your
professional skill and well-known assiduity, will be certain to
secure the accomplishment of every object contemplated by
the Governor-General in Council. . . The instructions
which I have received from the Government of India draw my

! The boat was named after the
river, and was of ten-horse power.

profit of 22,6781 10s. for the first six
months of the year. No guaranteed

Thirty-four years later Captain Wood,
as superintendent of the Indus steam
flotilla, reports the existence on the
river of a fleet of first-class steamers
in the highest state of efficiency,
earning for their owners, in 1870, a net

undertaking in India bas done more
than this in proportion to its capital,
or been more successful in a com-
mercial sense. And this eminent
success of the Indusflotilla is attributed
entirely to Captain Wood’s management.
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attention to the facility which the country in the neighbourhood
of the river affords for the supply of coal, as a most important
point, and this I also beg of you to keep in view! . ... .. I
have confined myself to sketching out the general nature of
your duties; but you will of course note particularly the breadth
and depth of the stréam, the strength of its current, the
means of crossing it by boats, the number which may be found
on it, and its canals, &c. &c.: but besides these there are many
subjects of interest in a country that is in part so little explored
to which you might turn your attention with advantage. Your
own turn of mind can only suggest such inquiries to you, and
while we perform the duty which has been entrusted to us, it
is still to be borne in mind that we have it in our power to
combine with the correct discharge of that duty the advance
ment of general knowledge.”

(Signed) “A. BURNEs.

“On a mission to Cubul.”

~ The following extracts from reports by Sir A. Burnes, wherein
that officer does full justice to the perseverance and zeal of
Lieutenant Wood, will best show how these instructions were
carried out. Writing from Cabool, under date 30th October,
1837, he says:—* I have the honour to transmit, for the purpose
of being laid before the right honourable the Governor-General
in Council, a geographical notice of the Valley of the Cabool
river, by Lieutenant John Wood, Indian Navy. The valuable
and interesting account now given of the physical geography
of this tract of country, correcting as it does the position of
several places on the earth’s surface, will, I respectfully believe,
procure for the labours of Lieutenant Wood the approval of his
TLordship in Council.”

' Burnes writes from Simla under
date August, 1838 :—* I have the ex-
treme satisfaction to forward for the in-
formation of the right honourable the
Governor-General an original letter
from Licut. Wood, announcing the

discovery of coal on the eastern bank
of the Indus. The specimens accom-
peny this letter.”

Unfortunately these beds of coal
proved of such small depth as to render
their profitable working impracticable.
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Again, under date 4th April, 1838, Burnes thus reports the
discovery of the source of the Oxus:—¢It is with extreme
satisfaction I report that Lieutenant Wood has. successfully
accomplished his explorations and discovery of the source of the
Oxus, and, having overcome the many difficulties that beset him,
returned in safety to Kunduz” And in October, 1838, Wood’s
services are particularly brought forward in these terms:—
“The unremitting attention of this officer throughout will be
apparent to his Lordship in Council in the perusal of his clear
and practical report, while his own zeal and assiduity appear in
the precision, variety, and extent of the information. A most
important subject, the successful navigation of the Indus, is
finally settled. Under these circumstances, I beg respectfully

‘to submit, for the consideration of the right honourable the
Governor-General, the advisability of making this report known
without delay, that the widest circulation may be given to facts
which have only been determined after two years’ labour, and
which it cannot be doubted will shortly lead the merchant and
trader to the Indus.”

It is unfortunate that so promising a career should so soon
have been checked, and that the services of an ofticer whose
merit was of no ordinary standard, and whose experience and
devotion had been fully tried, should not have been further
utilized in the same field. But having, as it were, been a
mouthpiece for Dritish assurances to the semi-barbarians of
Affghanistan, his conscientions nature could not approve the
later action of the Indian Government towards them, and a
rupture with those whom he had assured of his countrymen’s
good-will left him no alternative but to retire. In connection
with this subject, extracts from letters of the late Sir A. Burnes,
now in my possession, and hitherto unpublished, may not prove
uninteresting, especially in view of the sad conclusion of that
distinguished man’s intercourse with the Affghans. He writes
from Caboal in February, 1841 :—“ We had a hard struggle for
onr existence here, but all went well, and Dost Mahomed
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surrendered, and I had the singular honour of being the man
‘who mainly influenced it, as the public despatch says. We
followed the poor man everywhere, and there was no rest for
the sole of his foot. His interview with me was very affecting;
he said that Russia had misled him, that his ignorance never
laid bare to him what we meant (a delicate way of saying
we meant nothing), that the Persians at Herat started the
Kuzzilbashes at Cabool, &c. &c.; but neither to me personally,
nor in my absence, did he use a disparaging word, and on
our departure he gave me his sword, his all indeed that was
left, and bade me keep it as the remembrance of a man who
regarded me. I hardly know how we shall ultimately end
here. Many of them say we must take the country, and spt
the king aside ; to me this seems pure folly, but clever fellows
think otherwise. Of our coming here at all I say nothing now.
Our connection should have been diplomatic, and not military ;
but the more I said, the less the great men believed ; they
thought I was favouring Dost Mahomed, forgetting it was the
good of my masters I sought. For two or three lacs I could
have made all square, and after spending five or six millions
we are nearer the beginning than the end. But, in truth, Shah
Mirza will do well and prosper if we will but let him alone and
do as his countrymen wish, but we won’t. Every man comes
here and makes a Barataria of his own ; one man even proposed
a constitution, another has gone to form a society for the
suppression of vice amongst the Uzbecks! Truly common
sense is very uncommon sense. The Envoy and I are great
friends, we understand each other; he is tired of the business,
and wants to get away.”

It is not my intention to treat of what is now a matter of
history, and the above has only been inserted as an interesting
relic of its author.

After leaving the service Captain Wood emigrated to New
Zealand, in connection with the then newly formed New
Zealand Company ; but finding the advantages derivable from
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his association with this undertaking greatly over-estimated, he
returned to Europe, and by his representations on the subject
was greatly instrumental in furthering the interests of the
settlers in that colony and increasing her prosperity.

Between the years 1843 and 1849, Captain Wood's attention
was mainly given to mercantile pursuits; but in the latter year
we find his name again brought forward in connection with his
early sphere of usefulness, by Sir Charles Napier, then pro-
ceeding to assume command of the army in India. Knowing
Wood from his book, and hearing much of him from Lord
Ellenborough, Sir Charles was anxious to have him with him
in Sind and the Punjab; feeling that his intimate knowledge
of the rivers of these provinces might be of incalculable service
in the face of what was then to all appearance certain, a pro-
tracted war in the Punjab. On Wood’s consenting to return,
application for his services was made. Both the Duke of
Wellington and Sir Charles considered the matter of great,
importance, but, strange to say, the request was curtly refused
by the Court of Directors, whose inimical spirit to the new
commander-in-chief denied him any assistance they were in a
position to afford. It appears strange that, supported by such
men as the Duke, Lord Ellenborough, and Lord Fitzroy
Somerset, Sir Charles’s request should have been denied ; but
8o it was, and in after years when bitterly complaining of the
opposition he had encountered, we find the old general citing
Wood’s case as one of the most marked rebuffs he had ex-
perienced.

A natural fondness for a settler’s life led my father again to
turn his attention to the colonies, and in 1852 he embarked for
Australia. Here he was greatly solicited to take a prominent
part in the politics of the then rising colony of Victoria; but
that retiring disposition which was in him second nature, would
not allow of his doing more than suggesting improvements,
and all efforts on the part of his friends to induce him to
accept a seat in the Legislative Council were unavailing.
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Returning to Europe in 1857, his co-operation was sought by

an eminent engineer, whose scheme for the navigation of Indian
rivers by a train of articulated barges was at the time attract-
ing much attention. Once more Sind was the field chosen,
and in 1858 he proceeded to Kurrachee as manager of the
"Oriental Inland Steam Navigation Company. Finding the
project practically a failure, he with characteristic energy
suggested alterations which would have rendered the vessels
suitable for the peculiarly rapid current of the Indus; but the
shareholders were not guided by his counsels, and the result
was the ruin and wind-up of the concern.

In 1861, Mr. W. P. Andrew, the spirited projector of railway
and river communication in Western India, secured Captain
Wood’s services for the Indus steam flotilla, and he continued
to superintend this undertaking with great success until his
death on the 13th of November last. An oft-repeated wish of
my honoured father’s was “rather to wear than to rust out;”
and those who knew him of late years can understand how
thoroughly this has been so to the last. Fatigue consequent
upon a hurried journey to Simla, undertaken in the interest of
his employers, at the height of the hot season, brought about
his, last illness, and the numerous marks of respect for his
memory and regard for his character received by his family,
are pleasing though most melancholy proofs that his career of
usefulness and large-heartedness has left its mark for good upon
those with whom he was throughout life for the most part
associated.

ALEXANDER WoOD.

HeatH LobGe, AsBeYwoon, KeNT.
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THE

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY

OF THE

UPPER WATERS OF THE OXUS!

1. FEW regions can present claims to interest and just curiosity
so strong and various as that heart of Asia which gives birth to
the Oxus. Forming the great physical and political watershed
of the Old Continent, it has been through difficulty of access
long shrouded in mist that bas darkened and distorted a
variety of ethnological and geographical problems, mist which
onl{ now begins to lift; it is a centre of primeval tradition as
well as of modern theory regarding the primitive history of
mankind ; its past history is interwoven with that of all the
great Asiatic conquerors, whilst its coming history looms on
the horizon rife with all the possibilities suggested by its
position on the rapidly parrowing border-land between two
great empires, one of them our own.

Here is the one locality on the earth’s surface to which, if
some interpretations be just, the Mosaic narrative points, in
unison with the traditions of Aryan nations, as the cradle of our
common race. If Oxus and Jaxartes be not in truth rivers of

! The knowledge of a particular re- new map of Central Asia. Neither, 1

gion, after advaucing rapidly for some
years, sometimes comes to a standstill
for a very long time. This does not
scem likely to be the case with the
geography of these regions; and it is
thercfore well to state that before these
sheets went to press, the writer had
seen the extracts from M. Fedchenko’s
letters in “ Petermann’s Mittheilungen,”
for June 1872, but no map or further
detail of his journey. Neither has he
yet scen any copy of Mr. Arrowsmith’s

may as well add, have T ever seen 8ir
Henry Rawlinson’s paper on the Oxus,
read at the Liverpool meeting of the
British Association in 1870, though I
have read with diligence whatever of
his connected with this subject is ac-
cessible to me. 1 trust that before long
we shall have the advantage of seeing,
in a complete form, his trcatise on the
Oxus, and the translations from Mir -
Haidar which he has promised.

c



xxii HISTORICAT, NOTICES—GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS. [Essay.
the Adamic paradise, the names of Jaihin and Saihdn show
at least that they have been so regarded of old.! The old
ictures of Eden figure the four rivers as literally diverging
rom a central lake to the four quarters of the earth; and no
spot so nearly realizes this idea as the high table-land of Pamir
in the centre of the Asiatic world ; upon whose lofty plains a
tussock of grass decides the course of the waters, whether with
the Oxus to the frontier of Europe, or with the Yarkand river
to the verge of China; whilst the feeders of Jaxartes and Indus
from the borders of the same treasury of waters complete the
square number, and the lakes that spot the lofty surface lend
themselves to round the resemblance.

Looking back as far as written history will carry us, we find
the regions on both sides of the Oxus subject or tributary to the
Persian monarchy. Among the many races whom Darius, still
speaking from the cliffs of Behistiin, claims as his subjects, and
whom Herodotus has catalogued as contributing their contin-

nts to the treasuries and the armies of the great king, we

nd Bactrians, Chorasmians, Sogdians, and Sacw®, all of them
nations dwelling by or beyond the Oxus.

Nor is it a little remarkable that after all the manifold floods
of conquest or migration that have poured across those plains
since the days of %arius the son of Hystaspes, three at least of
those four names remain unobliterated from living memory.?
Nay, in traditions which may be far earlier than the Ach@menian
kings, and which seem to set in the Oxian highlands the
primitive and goodly land of the Iranians, two of those three
names appear as attaching to the earliest settlements of the
race. Another class of Persian legends refers to Kaiomurs,
the first of the primitive Peshdadian kings, the foundation of
Balkh. This city has always been regarded in the East, pro-
bably with truth, as one of the oldest in existence, insomuch
that Mirdd Beg of Kunduz, an Uzbek ruffian who figures in
Captain Wood’s narrative, and who possessed Balkh for a brief

! The translator of Istakhri’s “ Geo-
graphy ” cites Jathiin a8 an example of
the enduring vitality of Oriental names.
But there is, I believe, no trace of the
application of Jathin to the Oxus, or of
Sathiin to the Jaxartes, before Maho-
medan times. Themame Saihin (often
applied by Mahomedan writers to the
InSus also) is probably Phison cor-
rupted to a jingle by the Arabs. As
they made Cain and Abel into Kdbil
nud gdbil.gglgll an:i:l &-oliah into ;.im
and Jalit, and Magog into Ydjij
and Mdjij, so from Gihon and Phison,
Jaihin and Saihin. M. Garrez sup-

gosee that the river was called Jaihun
y the Arabs, because it encompassed
the Land of Kush;” {.e., of the Kushdn,
or Haidthalah, confounded with the
Kush of Scripture.—*Jour. Asiat.,”
ser. vi., tom. 13, p. 181.

* The names of Bakhtar, Khwarizm,
Soghd would all be intelligible on the
banks of the Oxus now, in something
closely approaching to their ancient
application, though not denoting poli-
tical divisions that now exist. Of
Sace, also. there is perhaps still a
surviving trace, as will be noticed
hereafter.



Essay.)] NAMES OF THE OXUS—IRANIAN POPULATIONS.  «xxiii
interval some forty years ago, was ever after prond to stamp
upon his coin its venerable title, ‘“the Mother OF Cities.”

The Oxus appears in the traditions of the Parsi books under
the name of BEH-Rﬂd, in some form of which originates the
classical name which we find it most convenient to use, and also
it may be Eresumed that of the names of territories and tribes
on the of its upper waters, such as Wakh-an, Wakhsh, and
Washjird, names also no doubt identical in formation, if not in
application, with the classical Owtani, Owii, and Oxi-Petra.!

athtin, the name by which the river is most commonly known
to Oriental writers of the middle ages is, as we have seen, one
arbitrarily given. In earlier Mahomedan history, the usual
title of the Oxus would seem to he Al-Nahr, *“the River,”
whence Mdwaralnahr, or “ Transamnia,” or, ,as it has been happily
rendered in modern use, Transoxziana. Ami is the name now
most commonly used in the East, a name apparently of no
great antiquity and of uncertain origin.?

The great river figures in Persian romantic history, as the
limit between Iran and Turan. Yet there are grounds besides
the older forms of tradition already referred to, for supposing
that from remote antiquity the substratum of settled population
in Transoxiana may have been of Iranian lineage. The fact
tbat the mass of traders in the cities appears to be of Persian
race and speech would not alone have great weight, but there is
evidence of a large basis of Tajik blood among the agricultural

pulation of Khiva, Sogdiana, and even Ferghana. The
inhabitants of secluded mountain districts generally represent
the earlier population, driven by intruders from the easier life
of the plams. Now we find that the inhabitants of such
inaccessible re%'ions as Kardtigin and Mécha are Persian in
speech ; and such evidence as we have, confirmed by the general

! Properly these names in a?‘;:estion

western bank, on the road bLetween
express two furms, one, Wi and

Bokbara and Khwarizm, called by

Wakhdn, belonging to the Panja or
southern branch of the great river, tho
other, Wakhsh, to the northern or Ka-
ritigin branch, in whicb the affix sh
seems to represcnt some distinctive par-
ticle, qu. the *smaller ” or * northern”
‘Wakh ? This latter form, Wakhsh, scems
to have originated Oxus, whilst Wakh
seems better represented by Ochus.
And the evident confusions in classical
geogruphers about the Ochus, which
seems at one time to be a river of Aria,
aud at another time a great confluent
of the Oxus, may-have relation to these
circurstances.—8ee Strabo, xi., ¢. xi.,
5; aud Pliny, vi. 16.

? Some ,derive it from the city of
Jmol, or Amiiyah, which stood near its

Abulfeda Amol-ul-Shatt (**on the river”),
to distinguish it from Amol in Mazan-
dardn (“ Annal. Moslem,,” ii., 581); but
it secms as likely that the town took
its name from the river. General Cun-
ningham supposes Ami to have been
taken from IHieuma, one of the five
reat clans of the Yuechi, wiom he

licves to have occupied Wakhdin.
This seems hazardous. Hdmun appears
as a E')Fular form of the nume in
Balakhshdn ; and Raverty seems to
imply that the Kifirs call it Ademdn
(** Jour. Asiat. Soc. Ben.” xxviii., 324).
The Turkish Admiral Sidi Ali ealls it
Umm.—*“Jour. Asiat.,” ser. i., tom. 9.,
p. 204.

¢ 2



xxiv.  GRECO-BACTRIAN MONARCHY—ITS OVERTHROW. [Essay.
report of the nations round, ascribes a Tajik (¢.e., an Iranian)
origin to the people of Badakhshan, Wakhan, Shighnan, Roshan,
Darwdz, and even of Sarikol beyond Pamir.

Meagre as is the ethnological information to be derived from
the lists of nations and characteristics of their equipment detailed
by Herodotus, it is more than can be extracted from the vague
statements of the historians of Alexander. Between the time of
that conqueror and the Christian era vast chan§es occurred.

2. Bactriana, after an interval of uncertain allegiance during
the struggles that followed the death of Alexander, was
recovered effectually by Seleucus, and remained a province of
the empire which he left to his successors. But, under his
grandson the second Antiochus, Theodotus, who is termed
¢ Governor of the thousand cities of Bactria,” threw off his
allegiance and declared himself king, a revolution accomplished
between B.c. 250 and 256, and nearly simultaneous with the
revolt of Arsaces, which laid the foundation of the Parthian
monarchy. The Greco-Bactrian dominion which began with
Theodotus, is alleged to have extended at one time or another
not only over Bactriana, but over Sogdiana to the Jaxartes,
nay, even to the confines of the Seres,' as well as over the
countries now called Herat, Segistan, and Afghanistan, besides
some substantial part of north-western India, and the valley of
the Indus to the coasts of the Delta and Guzerat.?

It is, however, quite uncertain what may have been its widest
limits at any one time or under any one sovereign, as there are
many proofs of divided rule and contemporary dynasties, inso-
much that the seven princes, among whom the chronologists of
the last century had distributed the brief duration of the
empire, on the basis of the scanty data afforded by classic
writers, have been multiplied by the discovery of coins to more
than five-and-twenty.?

The empire north of the Indian Caucasus suffered first from

. Parthian encroachment, and then was overwhelmed entirely,
about B.c. 126, by the results of a great movement originating
in the far East. The Greek dynasties south of the mountains
continued to endure, and perhaps even to extend their dominions
in the direction of India for a few years longer, but ceased to
exist about a century before our era.

! Strabo, xi. 1. Old Arab writers to be Strabo, in the

just re-
speak of towns close to Jaxartes as ferred to. This aud the other scanty

being in the “ Lands of China.”” And
compare Capt. Wood’s own expressions,
at p. 180, where China is used for Yar-
kund. Such expressions throw light
on the ancient applications of Seres.

2 The chief direct authority for the
extent of the Greek dominion appears

notices of the kingdom in classic authors,
are collected by Mr. Edward Thomas
in “Jour. Roy. Asiat. 8oc.,”” vol. xx.,

p- 109, acgv‘.,

3 Mr. Thomas says fifty; but this
must include the barbaric kings, who
imitated Greek coinage.
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The classic notices of the movements which destroyed the
em})ire in Bactria are meagre and obscure. Chinese historical
collections have preserved accounts in greater detail, and with
an appearance of fuller knowledge, to which it is both natural
and l?‘ust to give credit.

The Chinese story, much compressed, is this. In the third
century B.C, & numerous people called Yuéchi, alleged
to have been of Tibetan race, occupied pastures outside the
north-western boundary of China, between Shachau and the
mountains ,on the Tibetan frontier. About 162 m.c. the
Hiongnu (the Huns of Deguignes), who were then in great
predominance on all the northern frontier of China, attacked
the Yuéchi and drove them from their settlements. They made
a long migration, reaching the valley of the Ili, and dislodging
in turn a people called Szu or Szé, who moved onward to the
steppes bordering the Jaxartes. Before many years another
swarm alighted on the 1li, that of the Usin, driven also before
the resistless Hiongnu. The Yuéchi and Szé were thus pre-
- cipitated upon Sogdiana. The date of this inundation of nomads,
as recounted by the Chinese, agrees well with that assigned by
chronologists on purely classical data to the destruction of
Bactria.

Strabo names as the nations which achieved this destruction
the Asii, Pasiani, Tochari and Sakarauli; Trogus Pompeius,
the Asii and Saranci. But the Tochari are named also by both
Trogus and Justin in a manner which connects them with these
events, and this name of Tochari assumes afterwards a pro-
minence in connection with Bactriana, not quite easy to explain.

The Yuéchi are said to have divided their new territory into
five governments, corresponding apparently to five great clans
of the nation. But about the ghristian era the prince of
Kueishwang,! named by the Chinese Kyufsyukho, subdued the
other four princes,and extended his conquests over the countries
south of Hindu Kush, including Afghanistan and Sind, thus
establishing a great dominion cf which we hear from Greek
writers as that of the Indo-Scythians.

Iam not aware of any information regarding the history of these
dynasties to the north of the Hindu Kush for several centuries
after our era, with the exception of some vague references, cited
from the Chinese, to a kingdom of Ho or Hoa, apparently in
Sogdiana, which is said to have made in the second century

! The position of the Kueishwang, or
Kushdn state, probably survived in
Kushdnieh, mentioned by Istkhri
(tenth century) as a flourishing city of
Bogdiana. It lay about one-third of
the distance from Samearkand towards

Bokhara on the north side of the valley.
—Seo Sprenger, “Post und Reise
Routen,” and his Map No. 2, and V. de
St. glt;rtiu in ¢ Ptlerins Bouddhistes,”
iii. 281.



YETHA, HAIATHALAH, EPHTHALITES. [Essay.

great conquests in Persia, India, and the countries east of
Pamir? ’E‘Io the fourth century, however, the Chinese books
ascribe a revival of the Yuéchi under the title of Yetha, said to
have been the family name of those conquering kings of Hoa.
A great warrior-king of the Yetha, Kito;l or Kitaur by name,?
crosses the mountains, conquers five kingdoms to the north of
Gandldra, or the country of Peshawar, and establishes his son
as king in the latter city.

These kingdoms north of Gandhdra must have embraced
Swét and the adjoining Hill-states (now inhabited hy an unruly
Mahomedan population, from whom the country has taken the

pular name of Ydghistan or  Rebellia”), with the Dard
g‘i)stricts and Chitril, probably including also the Kafiristan of
our day. And it is remarka[‘;le that the name Kifaur is not
ouly recorded by a celebrated Mahomedan writer (Al-Birini) as
that of the Pagan dynasty of Kabul,® but presents itself also in
the account of Taimir's campaign against the Kafirs, and seems
to have survived to our own day as a title affected by the ruler
of Chitral 4

The Yuéchi in this revival as Yetha are, according to the
view ably mantained by M. Vivien de St. Martin, the same as
the Hasathalah, Ephthalites or White Huns, who appear pro-
minently in the history of the Sassanian kings during the fifth
and sixth centuries, and who are known to some of the Ar-
menian writers as Kushdn, a term apyarently identical with
the Kueishwang of the Chinese notices.® In the early part of
the sixth century their power extended over Western India, and

xxvi

- Cosmas tells us of their king

! Rémusat,
Asiat.,” i. 244.
2 Kitolo in the Chinese form.

3 Bee “Dowson’s Elliot,” vol.
pp. 405-407.

4 Shih Kataur. Kataur, or Kitolo,
bas perhaps something to do with
that singularly Teutonic-looking name
Katulphus, which n;l)lpears in Menander
as that of an Ephthalite (see Miillers
“ Fragm. Hist. Gr.,” iv. 235). Kotulo
is, however, a name that frequently
ocours in the old Turkish dynastic lists
(from the Chinese; given by Deguignes.

3 The term Kushdn ocours also in
Firdusi. Instances of its use will be
found in V. de St. Martin’s paper,
“N. Ann. des Voyages,” 1849, vol. iii.,
p. 49, seqq., and in one by M. Garrez,
alrendy cited. The latter supposes
Tdlikan on the Murghéb to have derived
its name from the Haiithalah, whose
name appears in one Armenian writer

“ Nouvelles Mélanges

i,

Gollas, who domineered there

a8 Iddlagin. Tilikén, on the borders
of Badakhshgn, probably had the same
origin. And the valley and pass of
Kushdin, over the Hindu Kush, preserves
their other name; likewise perhaps
Kushsn, or Kabushdn, in Khordsén.

Ibn Khurdddbah says that the title
of the king of Transoxiana was Kushdn
Shdh.—* Jour. Asiat.,” ser. vi., tom. v.,
p. 257.

Theophanes, in a curious ge
(“*Miiller's Fragm.,” iv. 270), calls a pro-
minent king of the Haiathalah in the
fifth century, “ Ephthalanus, king of
the Ephthalites, from whom indoed the
race derived that name.” This is a
highly improbable statement; but it
may be that the usual title of the king
was Haidthaldn Shdh, which was taken
for a proper name. We find Khottolin
Khodah, Kdbulin 8Shdh, Kashmirdn
Shih, &c., given by Ibn Khurdadbah as
the proper titles of various Gentile kings.
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with a thousand elephants, and a vast force of horsemen. But
the Haidthalah, of the Oxus, were weakened by the defeats they
suffered at the hands of Khosru Naoshirwan; and in 571 their
kingdom was shattered by the invasion of the Turkish Khakan.
In the early part of the next centnry they still held Herat and
Badghis; but whep the Chinese pilgrim, Hwen Thsang, passed
through the Oxus valley on his way to India in 630, and on his
return in 644, he found the former empire of the Haidthalah
broken up into a great number of small states, of which he
enumerates. twenty-seven, all acknowledging the supremacy of
the Turkish XKhakan. These states extended from the frontier
of Persia, almost to the head waters of the Oxus; on the north
of that river they reached to the Iron-gate, and included Hissar
with Karﬁtiiin, or part of it; on the south of that river, they
reached to the Hingn Kush. In studying the brief, but tole-
rably precise notices of Hwen Thsang, it is not a little remark-

le how many of the political divisions, and even of the names
are substantially identical with those which still exist. In fact
this is the case with so large a proportion of these states, that
we feel. in reading this part of Hwen Thsang’s memoirs, that we
have already opened the chapter of modern geography.

To the whole group of states, as fragments of the extinct
kingdom, Hwen Thsang gives the remarkable name of
Tukhdra. And either by this name in the form Tokhdristan
or by that of Haidthalah, the country continued for centuries
to be known to the Mahomedans; the former name surviving
the latter, but also becoming obsolete about the time of the
Mongol domination, in the thirteenth century. There can
be no doubt that the name Twkhdra is the same as that of the
Tochari, whom we have seen to be mentioned by Greek and
Roman writers among the nations that overthrew the Bactrian
kingdom ; and the name is evidently used by Hwen Thsang as
synonymous with that of Yetha, though he does not employ the
latter. There are, however, some curious obstacles to the
identification of the Tochari and the Yetha, into which we cannot
here enter.!

Early Mahomedan writers tell us that, previous to the Arabian
conquests, the frontier of Khorasan, under the Sassanian kings,

. . . .
in the oumtan N of 0 Tour, Hoy. of Tibegan racer His woull bl fo s
Asiat, SBociety.” I have omitted there count for their being called Huns, as
to notice the fact that Thogar is stated Huna appears to be an ancient Hindu
to be a title applied by the Tibetans name for certain races of Tibet. The
to the Turks of Eastern Turkestan name of Hun-des atg;ied to Tibet has
(Koeppen, * Die Religion des Buddha,” indeed sometimes n explained as
ii. 42), a circumstance, so far as it bears, Hiun-des, or Snow-land. And it is

not favourable to the theory of the remarkable that Tukhdira is explained
Tibetan origin of the Yuechi. On the by Lasscn to mean srow or cold.



xxviii BUDDHISM IN BACTRIA—CHRISTIANITY. [Essay.

was ruled by a great officer, called the Sipahbed, who had
under his orders four Marzbdns, or Margraves, viz., one govern-
ing in Merv, one in Balkh and Tokharistan, a third in Herat,
Pishang, and Badghfs, and a fourth in Transoxiana. It would
be difficult, however, to name a period during which such an
organization could have completely applied, unless, perhaps,
during the reign of Naoshirwan, who 1s alleged to have ruled
as far as Ferghana.

3. During the time of the Ephthalites, Buddhism had spread
wide in the Oxus countries, and seems almost entirely to have
displaced the religion of Zoroaster in its very cradle. The
prevalence of Buddhism, and the connexion with India through
the extemsion of the Ephthalite rule over the valle?' of the
Indus, must have more or less Indianized Bactria! Hwen
Thsang found Termedh, Khulm, Balkh, and other cities of To-
kharistan, but above all these Bamian, amply provided with the
convents, Stupas, and colossal images which are the striking cha-
racteristics of prevalent Buddhism: even the secluded valleys
of Andardb and Khost, and Wakhan, in the bosom of lofty
Pamir, were not without their convents. To this Indianized
character of Bactria, in the Sassanian age, a late writer refers
the frequent confusion in the Parsi traditions between the Oxus
and the Indus; and to this period also, he refers the introduction
of the name of Balkh, into Sanskrit literature, and of the
Vanzu, or Oxus, into Hindu cosmogony.?

Christianity also penetrated to thorasan and Bactria, at a
somewhat early date. In A.D. 3834 an episcopal see existed at
Merv and Tis; and Samarkand is alleged to have become also
the seat of a bishop, or even of a Metropolitan, by the beginnin
of the sixth century. Cosmas (circa 515) testifies to the spre
of Christianity among the Bactrians and Huns, ¢.e. the Ephtha-
lites; and it was apparently from Balkh that went forth that
Rabban or Nestorian monk, who in 635 founded in China,
under the protection of the great Emperor Taitsung of the
Thsang dynasty, a Christian church, which has been long
swallowed up In the sea of Paganism, leaving as its almost
solitary relic and evidence, that famous and wonderful monu-
mental inecription which still stands in the suburbs of the
great city of Singanfu.

This missionary movement was doubtless intimately con-
nected with the fact, that under the first emperors of the
dynasty just mentioned, there was a great revival and extension

! The bilingual inscriptions of the we do not know what was the northern
Greco-Bactrian coins show thet an limit of that language.
Indian language was prevalent in the * M. Garrez in “Jour. Asiat.,” 08
dominions of the Greek kings, though before quoted.
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of the conquests and influence of China towards the West, and
that the whole of the territorﬁ, up to the base of the Tsungling,
or mountains of Pamir, was then organized inta regular Chinese
order of government. Chinese influence, if not conquest, also
passed the mountains into Transoxiana and Tokharistan, so that
many of the princes of those regions adopted the custom of
sending complimentary embassies to the Chinese court. But at
this time a power of harder temper, and moved by more ardent
fires, was rising in the West. In 638, Yezdegird, the last of the
Sassanian kings, when defeated and hard pressed by the Saracens,
sent to ask aid from the Emperor Taitsung, and after his flight
across the Oxus is said to have encountered in Sogdiana his
messenger bringing back the emperor’s prudent refusal.! To-
kharistan was one of the last strongholds of fidelity to the
Persian kings. Here, after the death of Yezdegird (651), his
son Feroz maintained himself for some twenty years, but was
finally compelled to take refuge at the Chinese court. The son
of Feroz, like a prototype of Charles Edward Stuart, came
back some years later to Tokharistan, where he was hospitably
received, and struggled on for twenty years longer. By that
time, we are told, the tribes that had served him were scattered
by the Arab sword, and he too returned to end his days in
hina.?

It is during the efforts of Feroz to maintain himself in To-
kharistan, that we find the Chinese emperor making an extraor-
dinary, though futile, display of his claim to sovereignty almost
uito the shores of the Caspian, and by edict organizing the
whole country, from Ferghana to the borders of Persia, into
Chinese administrative districts (Fu, Chaw, Hien).

It is scarcely possible to suppose that this organization ever
took effect except on paper, or that the hundred and twenty-
six military cantonments for Chinese garrisons, which the
scheme embraced, ever had any actual existence; still the
measure is a very remarkable and characteristic one. The list
of sixteen Fu, which were thus counstituted, has been published
by Rémusat. It is difficult, perhaps impossible, to identify all
the localities, but some of them cannot be mistaken, and one
such, which bore the name of Persia itself, was apparently in-
tended to embrace territory, as near the lion’s jaws as Segistan.
And the first of these, Fu, is Tokharistan, with its capital at
Ahwan, a city which obtained the official Chinese title of
Yuéchi-fu. \%e cannot identify it with certainty, but it is
evidently the same with the Hwo of Hwen Thsang, and must

! It is remarkable that Hwen Thsang, who returned through Tokharistan in
645, nowhere makes any allusion to the ricing power of the Mahomcdans.
? Rémusat, in “ Mém, de ’Académic Roy. des Inscr.,” tom. viii., 103, 104,
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have been near modern Kunduz; probably the same with
Wawdlin, which figures as a place of importance in the early
Mahomedan times. The province was divided into twenty-
four chau or districts, no doubt corresponding, more or less
exactly, with the twenty-seven principalities, of which we have
already spoken.

The struggles of the last Sassanide in Tokharistan, for half a
century after the death of Yezdegird, illustrate the fact that
though the leader of the troops that pursued the fugitive king
may have “ neither halted nor reposed till his foaming cavalry
had tasted the waters of the Oxus,”! yet the effective conquest
of the country, even south of that river, was by no means rapid.
It was in 675-6, that Saad, the governor of Khorasan, passed
the Oxus and advanced to Samarkand, which opened its gates
to him. But, as in the parallel case of Northern India, this
and similar raids were often repeated before a lasting lodgment
was effected in the land beyond the river; and it was not till
the time of Kotaiba Ibn Moslem, who entered Transoxiana in
706, that the Arabs permanently established themselves in that
region. Even then their dominion must for many years have
been but a partial occupation, leaving the native princes in
nominal possession of authority. This, at least, may be gathered
from the Chinese records, which show that till far on in the
eighth century various states of Transoxiana and the Upper
Oxus continued from time to time to send missions of homage
to the court of Singantu, as if retaining a lingering hope that
help and deliverance from the Arab robber might yet come to
them from that quarter. One of the latest of these missions
was from the king of Ferghana in 754, probably in near antici-
pation of being swallowed up by the black-robed followers of
the Abbasid Khalifs, and it was accompanied by a young
prince whom the king, his father, commended to the emperor
for education in Chinese manners and learning. Of the Yuéchi
in Tokharistan, we are told that their chief was, in 755, raised
by the emperor to the rank of king, and received the aid of a
Chinese force against the Tibetans, who were threatening inva-
sion, But five years later nine of the western states are
recorded to have finally thrown off their allegiance to China,
and among these was Tokharistan. Vague statements are made
in later years of tribute coming from the Hill principalities to
the east of Tukhara, but probably the last date (760) marks the
time when all the more accessible regions of the Upper Oxus
became thoroughly amalgamated with the Khalif's dominions.

I have dwelt, perhaps unduly, on these details, because they
exhibit an unfamiliar phase of Asiatic history, in which we

! Gibbun, chap. li.
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discern that China, with all its peculiarities, was not always that
hive apart—penifus divisus orbe—which we are apt to consider
it, but had at that remote date, before Islam transformed the
face of the continent, relations somewhat close and frequent with
the nations of Western Asia. More than once since then the
Chinese power has touched the foot of Imaus, but it has never
again passed that natural barrier.

4. Abulfeda ks of the splendid remains of the palaces of
the kings of "mhsh, and refers to the wars waged in that
region on the first introduction of Mahomedanism ;! but no
details on this sul:ﬁ'ect are accessible to me, nor indeed regarding
the conquest of Badakhshan, or any other of the HilF-:ltates
In the year 793 Fadhl Ibn Yahya, the Barmecide, was invested
with the government of all countries from Kermén to the
frontier of the Turks; and he, we are told, caused a barrier with
two castles to be erected in a defile beyond Khotl, by which the
Turk marauders used to come down on their forays. It is be-
lieved that the memory of this barrier, which was known to the
Arabs as Al-Bdb, or “the Gate,” survives in the name of the
state of Darwdz (“ Gate”), which still exists upon the Panja, or
Upper Oxus, and into which debouche some of the passes from
Pamir, though they are as yet utterly unknown. The fact shows
that, by the end of the eighth century, the Mahomedan power
was established almost up to the verge of Pamir.® And in the
revenue rolls of Abdallah Ibn Téhir, quasi-independent ruler of
Khorasan, in 836, we find not only Tokharistan and Termedh,
but Chaghénidn, Khotlén, and its mountains.*

Not much information regarding Badakhshan and the adjoin-
ing valleys is to be got from the old Arab geographers. The
books of Istakhri and Ibn Haukal, written in the middle of the
tenth century, speak of the chief town of that province as
belonging to one Abu I’Fatteh, whence we may conclude that
for some time before they wrote it had been subject to Maho-
medan rule. The town is described as situated on the banks of
the Kharidb, a circumstance difficult to understand, as other
dates compel us to identify this river with the Panja. The
mines of ruby and azure were already famous, and Bad,akhshan
was a mart for the musk of Tibet, which was brought thither by
way of Wakhan. In the more open country below, Tdikdn (or

' Hudson,* Geng. Gr. Min.” iii.75,77. ¢ Dakhin also appears with a re-

2 Reinaud,* Mém, sur U Inde,” p. 161. !Fmd revenue of 40,000 dirhems.
M. Reinaud takes tho gate for that he name looks very like a mistake

above Termedh (p. xlviii nfrd), but
this is a mistake.

3 Kataiba’s troops are said to have
reached Kashgur, probably by way of
Ferghana and the Terek Pass; but no
occupation seoms then to have ensued.

for Wakhan ; and yet it is difficult to
suppose that state to have come so
carly uunder Mahomedan rule.—Sece
Ibu Khurdidbah, in “Jour., Asiat.,”
scr., vi., tom. 5, pp. 245, 246,



DESCENT FROM ALEXANDER THE GREAT.

Tdlikdn), and Balkh, are described as the chief places south of
the Oxus; Termedh, Kobddidn, and Chaghénidn north of it.
Panjhir, beyond the ridge of Hindu Kush, is already famous for
its silver mines, and infamous for its miscreant population.! In
Wakhsh and Khotl, regions now so dark to us, and presumably
so barbarous, we find notices of flourishing commerce and
handsome towns ; but to none of them can we assign a position.?

That the Mahomedan conquerors generally left the old
princely families in some authority, we may here also reason-
ably conclude, from that singular circumstance that so many
of the petty dynasties claim, or have claimed, descent from
Alexander of Macedon, a circumstance several times alluded
to by Captain Wood in the course of his work. Some
of these princes have no doubt merely followed a fashion in
making this claim, but with a few of them it would seem really
to have been an old tradition. As a general rule, Asiatic
traditions connected with the name of Alexander, are of no
more historical value than traditions of Arthur or Brian Boru,
in Great Britain and Ireland, or of Pandus in India. They
attach to the popular Mahomedan view of Alexander as a hero
of the faith, or to the wide cycle of the Alexander romances.
But here the tradition was possibly connected with memories of
the Bactrian kingdom, and may have had some such origin asthe
Grand Turk’s claim to be ‘““Ceesar of Rome.” For the real
ancestry of the oldest dynasties was Erobably to be sought
among the Yuéchi, or Tochari, rather than among the Greeks
whom they had overthrown.?

Tokharistan in general formed a &.rt successively of the
empires of the Sassanian dynasty of Bokhara %erminated A.D.
999), of the Ghaznavi dynasty, of the Seljukian princes of
Persia, and of Khorasan, of the Ghori or Shansabanya kings, of
whom one branch reigned specially over Bamian and Tokha-
ristan for about half a century, and of the sultans of Khwarizm,
whose rule was ended by the invasion of Chinghiz Khan. How
far the authority of these successive dynasties extended to the
remote provinces there is little information available. The
campaigns of Chinghiz, in Tokharistan, were prolonged by the

xxxii [Essay.

! Andardb, a singularly secluded
position for a mint, furnishes upwards
of twenty separate coins of the Samanid
sovereigns, between A.H. 292 and 366
(a.p. 904-976). This was probably
owing to the vicinity of the Panjhir
silver mines.—See Erdmanu’s “ Numi
Asiatici.”

2 Seo “Edrisi,’ i. 479, 480, whose
authoritics are evideutly some two cen-
turics at lcast older than his own day.

% The princes who have made the
claim are, as far as I can collect :—
1. the km%s of Badakhshan, long ex-
tinct; 2. Wakban; 8. Shighnan; 4.
Roshén; 5. Darwiz; 6. Kuritigin;
7. Kulib (?); 8. Chitrdl; 9. Khapc-
lor in Balti; 10. Gilghit; 11. Swut.
The lust, however, was in that posi-
tion at lcast & modern intruder
(Yuzufzai).
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vigorous resistance he met with before its fortresses; and
marked by massacres in the true Mongol fashion, from
which probably the country has never thoroughly recovered.
Balkh was the victim of one of these, and a garrison in the
district of Télikan, which held out against him for six months,
was another. Bamian followed. Here a favourite grandson of
the Khan’s was killed by an arrow, and Chinghiz, in his wrath,
when the city fell, ordered, not merely that all life should be
extinguished, but that all property should be annihilated, and
no booty taken. The city received from the Mongols the name
of Mau-Baligh, “The City of Woe.” But it was the end of
Bamian, which has never since been a city, though its caves
and its colossal idols remain.

5. Fifty years later (1272-3) Marco Polo, with his kinsmen,
tarried some time in Badakhshan, before proceeding by the high
valleys of Vardoj and Wakhan to Pamir and Késhgar on their
way to Cathay. Meagre as his information may seem, it is
more than any Eastern author yet translated has afforded us
on the subject of that interesting province. He speaks of the
difficult passes which made the country so strong, and paints,
with a few touches of force and colour unusual with him, the
charming character of the climate and landscape in the high
plateaus, frequented, as he tells us, by the sick, as sanitaria, and
of whose healing influence he speaks from pleasant experience.!
He notices the vast flocks of wild sheep on the uplands; the
valuable falcons ; the huskless (or Tibetangmrley; the almonds,
pistachios, walnuts, and abundant wine. e speaks, also, of the
mineral riches of the country; of the silver and the rock salt,
the azure and the rubies, which had already made the name of
this remote province familiar to Europe in the form of Balas.
He commends the sure-footed horses of the country, and heard
stories of a breed descended from Bucephalus, that had not been
long extinct ; another curious fragment of Alexandrian tradition.
It is, perhaps, another version of the story regarding the same
famous blood, which is related by the Chinese many centuries
earlier, when speaking of this same country of Tokharistan. A
cave on a mountain, north of the capital, was said to be fre-

uented by a wonderful stallion of supernatural origin. Hither
the people every year brought their mares, and the famous
brees olP horses caﬁed Ku was derived from the foals so pro-
duced.?

! On M. Fedchenko’s journey to the kestan. Let me point out that Marco
Alai steppe (1871), he found in the Polo mentions trout (temalf) in the
brooks running into the Kizil-su, or mountain brooks of Badakhshan.
upper stream of the Karitigin river, a 2 Rémusat, “ Nouv. M¢élanges Asiat.,”

small kind of trout, which he mentions  i. 245.
as the first discovery of a salmo in Tur-
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Such particulars as Polo affords of the inhabitants of the
various districts, from Talikdan upwards to the verge of Pamir,
show that, though all professed Mahomedanism, they were as
yet but rough converts to its doctrine and civilization. They
are depicted as rude hunters clothed in skins, and very fond of
wine. They appear to have been, in fact, very much in the
condition at this day of the people of such districts, professing
Mahomedanism, as Gilghit and Chitral.

In the life of Taimur we begin to hear more frequently of
Badakhshan and the countries adjoining it; and one of his early
campaigns there, as described by his biographer, Sharifuddin, was
full of peril to him, and would be full of interest were the

eograpgy more intelligible.! His march to India, at a later
ﬁate, is more easily traced. He crossed the Oxus by a bridge
of boats at Termedh, and then advanced by Khulm, Ghazniyak,
Samanjin, Baghldn, and Andardb. Here, at the immediate base
of Hindu Kush, he heard bitter complaints regarding the
exactions and kidnapping inroads of the Black-coat Kafirs from
beyond the mountains, and crossing by a branch of the Khawdk
Pass, by which Captain Wood returned to Kabul in 1838, he
made a resolute and successful invasion of the Kafirs in their
mountains, and inflicted terrible punishment.

In the time of the successors of Taimir the rule over
Balkh, Kunduz, and Hissar, often changed hands among the
princes of his family, or the adventurers who rose to power amidst
their feuds; but as long as the old royal house of Badakhshén,
claiming descent from Alexander, endured, the actual rule of
that province seems to have been left in their hands. Thus,
under Shah Rukh, in 1411, we find Behduddin, king of Badakh-
shan, endeavouring to establish independence of the House of
Taimir; but Mirza Ibrahim Sultin, who was in charge of the
Balkh country suppresses the attempt, and gives the kingdom
to Behauddin’s brother, Shah Mahmid.? An envoy from the
king of Badakhshan also takes part in the mission sent to the

! See “ Pétis de la Croix,” i. 167-170.
Taikan (or Tilikdn), Kaluogun, Kishm,
and Jerm are all well known; but
Mount Kerkes, , Penknai, and

horalenk are dark, and some no
doubt corrupted. The latter name is
Mongol, and was applied to a variety of
open pasture lands. Some of the names
still extant in Budakbshan and the
adjoining countries appcar to be of
Mongol origin, a thing not very easy
to account for. Thus Aulang (“a
meadow ), tho last part of the name
written Congoralenk by Pétis de la
Croix, is found in the Sal-aulang Pass

of Hindu Kush, and in the Yeke-aulang
(“ great meadow”) near the source of
the Balkh river. Shibrtu, the name
of the pass commonly used by Baber,
is & name also in Zungaria, and is eaid
to mean “ muddy.” Sirgholan, which is
the name of at least two streams in
Badakhshan and Wakhdn, appears to
be the same as Dsirgalang, the name
of a river in the 1li country (said to
mean “ prosperity "’).—See “ Journal
Asiat.,” ser. iv., tom. viii., 399, 401, 440.

2 “Notices ot Lxtraits,” vol. xiv.,
pt. 1., pp. 222, 224.
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court of Peking by Shah Rukh in 1419 Tn the time of Abusaid,
great-grandson of Taimidr (1449-1469), the male line of the
old house expired with Shah Sultdn Mahomed, one of whose
daughters was married to Abusaid, and another to Ydnus, khan
of the Mongols of the eastern branch of Chaghatai? In the
early part of Baber’s history we find Badakhshan, with Kunduz,
Balkh, and Hissr, in fact, the whole of ancient Tukh4ra, in the
}lliandi of Khosru Shéh, a worthless and unscrupulous Turk of
ipchak. :
he first years of the sixteenth century were marked by the
rise of that Uzbek rule in Turkestan, which has ever since
retained its hold, though it is now rapidly dwindling before the
growth of Russian power. The Uzbeks were no one race, but'
an ag, tion of fragments from nearly all the great tribes,
Turk, Mongol, and what not, that had figured among the hosts
of Chinghiz and Batu ; and the names of many of these tribes are
still preserved in the list of the numerous clans into which the
Uzbeks are divided. Shaibéni, their great chief, before he fell
at Merv (1510) in a disastrous battle with Shih Ismael of Persia,
had conquered all the country, from the Saihdn to the Jailin,
with Kunduz, Balkh, Khwarizm, and Khorasan. At one time,
Badakhshan also was subject to him; but in 1505 a general
rising of the people took place, which effected the expulsion of
then%zbeks. asir Mirza, a younger brother of Baber, was
invited to come and reign over them, but after about two years,
the chiefs becoming dissatisfied with him, defeated him at
Khimchén in the Kokcha valley, and expelled him in his turn
(1507). About a year later Baber’s cousin Wais, commonly
styled the Khan Mirza, whose grandmother, the widow of the
ongol Khan Yinus, was a daugﬁter of the last of the old kings,
was instigated by her to try his fortunes in Badakhshan. At
this time Mirza Abubakr, king of Kashgar, had seized the high \
valleys (Wakhan, &c.), then known as the U Haziras;® the
lowlands of Kunduz were held by the Uzbeks: and Raziuddin,
a heretic leader, had got possession of a large tract on the side
of Khotl. The Khan Mirza, however, succeeded in establishing
a footing, making his residence at the Fort of Zafar on the
Kokcha, a place famous in the history of Baber’s successors, and
maintained his position till his death in 1520. Baber then
bestowed Badakhshan on his son Humaytdn, who ruled it for
eight or nine years, and resided much in the province. When
Humayn, in 1529, left the country to join his father in Hin-
dustan. the chiefs invited Sultin Said Khan of Kashgar, another
descendant of their old kings by the female line. The Sultdn of

1 « Notices et Extraits,” vol. xiv., pt. 1., p. 387, seqq.  * 8ee * Baber,” p. 18.
3 Hazdrajdt Bdlddast.

'7;,'), .
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Kashgar came, but soon abandoned the enterprise, and Baber
then put the kingdom into the hands of Suliman, son of the
deceased Khan Mirza. This prince eventually transmitted the
kingdom to his descendants with almost independent authority.
In 1555, we find Suliman ruling not only over Badakhshan, but
also over Talikédn and Kishm, Kunduz, Ishkimish, and Andarab.
He appears to have made Kishm his capital.’ Akbar appears
to have withdrawn early from interference with the country
north of Hindu Kush ; but in 1646, Shah Jahdn revived his claim,
and sent thither in succession his sons, Murdd and Mahomed
(Aurangzib), and the erection of a bridge, which still exists
over the southern Surkhab, between Ghori and Baghlan, is
ascribed to the latter. Balkh was captured, and Badakhshan
overrun, but the emperor, seeing the difficulty of maintaini

such a frontier, made over the country to Nazar Mahomed,
the expelled prince of Balkh, apparently an Uzbek. The
Mogul emperors never again interfered in those provinces.
Materials for the later history of Badakhshan are scanty in
the extreme, and I have not been able to learn when or how
the descendants of the Khan Mirza, who represented, through

. the female line, the ancient dynasty of Badakhshan, became
; 'extinct.

It appears to have been about the middle of the last
century that the present dynasty of Mirs established their
authority, with Faizdbad for their capital.?

6. When the Chinese conquered Kashgar, in 1759, they
pursued two of the Khojas, who had been the recent rulers of
that country, to the heights of Pamir, where they attacked and
routed them. The Khojas took refuge in Shighndn, and when
the Mir, or king, of akhshan, declined to surrender them,
the Chinese general advanced into Badakhshan, and, indeed,
if one Chinese account can be trusted, to the capital itself’
One of the Khojas had by this time died of his wounds, and the
Badakhshan prince found a paltry pretext for the condemnation
and execution of the other. The bodies were demanded by
the Chinese, and eventually one head was given up and trans-
mitted to Peking.

The Chinese profess to have obtained at this time the formal
submission of the King of Badakhshan as a vassal of the empire,
and during the succeeding years several missions of compliment
from him reached Peking. But there appears to be no ground

! Bee the narrative of 8idi ’Ali, who
callsit Kishmis.—* Jour. Asiat.,” ser. i.,
tom. ix., p. 204.

? Pandit Manphudl.

3 See ‘‘ Magasin Asiatique,” i. 92.
From the Chinese maps the place
meant would appear to be the old

capital, further east than Faizdbdd,
‘which appears as a distinct place; but
the account in the ¢ Lettres Edifiantes "
givee no reason to supposc that the

hinese advanced into Badakhshan,
though they were on Pamir, and perhaps
in Waukhsn,
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whatever for the belief that the Chinese effected a military
occupation of Badakhshan, or the higher valleys of the Oxus;
and the representation of such a state of things as existing in
the latter part of the last century is a pure fiction, of which we
shall have to speak hereafter.

The Khoja, who wus a Syad, and a spiritual personage, as
well as a prince, is popularly reported in his dying moments to
have invoked curses on Badakhshan, and to have prayed that
it might be three times depopulated; a malediction which
found ample accomplishment. A few years after the outrage
(in 1765, according to Maunphil) Shah Wali Khdn, the Wazir
of Ahmed Shah Abdali of Kabul, invaded the country, put to
death the treacherous king Sultin Shéh, and carried off from
Faizdbad a certain holy relic, the shirt of Mahomed, which had
been the pretext of aggression. In the beginning of the present
century, Kokan Beg, ciief of the Kataghan Uzbeks of Kunduz,

in ravaged the colintry, and its misery came to a climax in
1829, when Murad Beg, the son and successor of Kokan, again
overran Badakhshan, and swept away a large part of the inhabi-
tants, whom he sold into slavery, or set down to perish of fever
in the swampy plains of Kunduz. It was when still languishing
under this tremendous infliction, that Badakhshan was visited
by Captain Wood. The impression of silence and depopulation
which his narrative leaves upon the mind is alleviatetf in the
reports of later (native) travellers, which indicate some consider-
able revival of life, and even of something like prosperity.

Murad Beg died some years after Wood’s journey,! having
made himself master of the whole country from Wakhén to
Balkh inclusive, and from the Hindu Kush to the borders of
Karitigin. On his death the power fell into the hands of
another Uzbek, Mahomed Amir Khdn, the Wali of Khulm. In
1850 the Afghans recovered possession of Balkh, and in 1859
they conquered Kunduz from the Kataghans. The Badakhshis
were thus relieved of the Uzbek yoke, and the representative of
their modern royal line was reinstated at Faizbdd, under the
supremacy of the Afghans. This prince, Mir Jahdnddr Shéh,
was in 1867 expelled by the Afghans, but Mfr Mahmid Shéh,
another of the family, took his place. A tribute of 50,000
rupees is paid by him to the Amir of Kabul, who receives
also additional payment for some of the fendatory provinces.?

7. Something of the history of geographical knowledge of the
Upper Oxus regions has appeared incidentally in the foregoing
sketch ; but I will now notice a few points in that history that
have been omitted.

' Ferrier, p. 210, puts his death in 1836, which is of course a mistake,
probably a misprint, * Faiz Bakhsh.
d
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Aristotle, even it is supposed before the expedition of his
great pupil, had heard of “the Mountain Parnassus, the
greatest of all that exist towards the winter sunrise,” from
which flowed down the Indus, the Bactrus, the Choaspes, the
Araxes, and other rivers of the largest size; a description
doubtless applying to the mountain mass formed by Pamir,
and the ranges diverging immediately therefrom.!

I cannot find in Strabo any indication of a knowledge of this
great feature, of which Ptolemy, though erring greatly in some

etails of this region (e.g. placing Maracanda, or Samarkand,
in Bactriana south of the Oxus), has a very just conception
under the name of Imaus. By far the most interesting notice
to be derived from him regarding these regions, is his brief and
incidental statement about the route of the Seric caravan, when
discussing the extent of the known world in longitude. Havin
carried the merchants to Hyrcania (or Jorjén), near the S.W.
angle of the Caspian, he proceeds:—* Then the route runs on
through Aria (the Herat territorz), to Margiana Antiochia
(Merv), first declining to the south, for Aria lies in the same
latitude with the Caspian gates, and then to the north, Antio-
chia being somewhere near the parallel of the Hellespont.
Thence the road proceeds eastward to Bactra (Balkh), and from
that northward, up the ascent of the hill country of the
Comede, and then inclining somewhat south through the hill
country itself, as far as the gorge in which the plain terminates.
For the western end of the hill country is more to the north
also, being (as Marinus puts it) in the latitude of Byzantium,
the eastern end more to the south, in the latitude of Hellespont.
Hence [the hills running thus from south of east, to north of
west] the road runs, as he describes, in the opposite direction, <.e.
towards the east, with an inclination south, and then for a
distance of 50 schoeni [say 150 miles], extending to the Stone
Tower, would seem to tend northwards, The Stone Tower
stands in the way of those who ascend the gorge, and from it
the mountains extend eastward to join the chain of Imaus, which
runs north to this from (the territory of) Palimbothra.”

It has long been considered almost a settled fact, that the
Stone Tower, which is the key to this route, is the ruin or rock

! In the seventeenth century, Father
Henry Roth, who bad belonged to the
Jesuit Missions in India, told Kircher,
that among the snowy mountains of

recurs. The Hindus had the story
applied sometimes apparently to Mana-
sarowar, sometimes vaguely to Pamir.
The Arabs applied it to a great luke of

Tibet there was a vast lake, from which
the Ganges, Indus, Ravi, and Athek
(Attok, s.e. the Indus in duplicate, or
perhaps the Kabul river) derived their
sourcea. This idea of great rivers ra-
diating from a central lake constantly

Central Africa, perhaps Baker’s lake, or
Tanganyika, whence flowed the three
Niles, viz.,, Nile of Egypt, Nilo of
Suddn (Niger), and Nile of Zanj (the
Jabb). .
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" excavation near Ush, in Ferghana, known by the often recurring

names of the Chehil-Sitin (forty pillars), and Takht-i-Sulesman
(Solomon’s throne). This identification seems to have been
first propounded by Wilford ; it was adopted by Heeren and
Ritter, only doubtfully by Humboldt. The location of the
ancient route across the mountains so far north, may have been
the more easily accepted, because the statement of Ptolemy
does carry the ftinerary north from Bactra; whilst the route by
Ush and the Terek Pass, was the one best known in Europe,
and the only one to which such a direction from Balkh, strictly
interpreted, could point. The identification of the Stone Tower
with Tashkand, by Al-Biruni, shows that a similar view had
been entertained by him, and the position of the Comede being
totally unknown, might be at any point of the broad sweep of
Imaus. The amount of comparative light that has come to us
since the days of Wilford and Heeren, first from Chinese
sources, and secondly from actual exploration, enables us to
discern that the route probably lay in another direction.!

General Alexander Cunningham, in his early studies on
the geography of Hwen Thsang’s Itinerary, first (I believe)
pointed ont the identity of the Comeds of Ptolemy with
the Kumidha which Hwen Thsang describes as one of the
Hill-states to the east of Tokharistan? The geographical de-
finition which the Chinese memoirs give of this state leave no
room for doubt as to its position. It lay to the east of Khotl ;
it was enveloped by the Tsungling or mountains of Pamir; it
had the Oxus to the south-west, and Shighnén to the south.
This is as perfect a definition of the state of Darwéz, or of the
states of Darwdz and Roshan taken together, as our present
knowledge would enable us to lay down. The direction from
Balkh is not indeed north, though it has some northing ; but
tﬂh ias just the direction intended by Ptolemy, as his tables
show.

From Darwdz the Seric route may have led either by one of
those passes across Central Pamir, of which we know nothing, or

! The great traveller Fedchenko has  been, I believe, traced in any Maho-

recently been at Ush, so we ought at medan geogm{)her, but msy have con-
last to have a true account of the tinued in local use till the erection of

Takht-i-Suleimdn. It is not mentioned
in the extracts from his letters pub-
lished by Petermann (June 1872).

2 S8ee “Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal”
(1848), vol. xvii,, pt. 2, p. 15. Kiepert,
in his Ptolemaic map to Lassen (vol. ii.
1852), adopted this position for the
Comeda, but in his * Asia,” 1864, secms
to indicate their locality north of Kari-
tigi.

* The name of Kumidha has not

the barrier mentioned at p. xxxi., after
which the valley probably uired
the name of Darah~t-Darwaz, or Valley
of the Gate. It is possible that we
have a surviving trace of Kumidha in
the name of Kila’ Kiim, the chief place
of Darwdz. (From Sir H. Rawlinson’s
asnnual address to the Roy. Geog. Soc.
for 1872, it would seem thut an Arab
geogmlzlher, Ibn Dasta, does mention
Kumidha.)
d 2
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up the valley of the Panj, and so by Wakhdn and the sources of
the Panj to Tdsh Kurghdn. This is the route which we find in
use by Hwen Thsang, on his way home from Tokharistan,
within five centuries of Ptolemy’s time ; and it would suit fairly
with the latter’s indication if we suppose the Stone Tower to
have been somewhere about Panja, or Langar Wakhan. Sir H.
Rawlinson seems inclined to accept Tash Kurghan itself as the
Stone Tower,' and the antiquity popularly ascribed to that
fortress favours such an identification. But the name of Tdsh
Kurghan (“ Stone Fort ’B is too common in Turkestan to be of im-

rtance in itself, and Ptolemy’s words, surely, lead us to look
or the station at the western ascent to the great pass, rather
than at the eastern descent from it. I doubt if a solid con-
clusion can be reached until we know more of Darwéz and the
passes leading thence across Pamir.

8. We have just referred to Hwen Thsang’s route on his
return to China. This appears to have passed up the valley of
Wakhan and ‘across the little Pamir to Tash Kurghan, and thence
to Kashgar, exactly by the route recently followed by the Mirza.
And he gives on the way a striking account of the lofty and
desolate steppe of Pamir. On his outward travels he arrived
on the Oxus from the north, having on his journey crossed the
Thian Shan, and d by the margin of lake Issikul as far
north as Taraz, and then travelled southward through the cities
of the Jaxartes valley to Samarkand. His route, especially
with the aid of M. Vivien de St. Martin’s Commentary, is clear
enough. We have, however, translations of two earlier travellers
of the same class, whose indications are not so lucid. Fahian,
the first of these, started on his travels in A.n. 400. From
Khotan he seems to have advanced to the vicinity of Yarkand,
and then to have gone south across the Karakorum mountains
to Kiecha or ak, whence he goes down the Indus valley
to Darail, Udydna (now Swat and the adjoining districts),
anan;eshéwar. He thus did not enter on the Oxus basin
at all.

The next pilgrim, Sungyun, also travels by Khotan and

' ¢ Proc. Roy. Geog. 8oo.,” xv. 201.

cording to one interpretation) * Onion
* This is clearly shown by Cunning-

Mountains,” by the fact that the Kara-

ham at the beginning of bis * Ladak.”
Mr. Beal has unfortunately overlooked
the passage, and has thus missed the
key to this of Fahian’s route (see
his “ Travels of Fah-hian and Sung-

? p. 14, seqq.). 'The term Tsung-
{i:l; is by Fahin extended to the
Karakorum and adjoining mountains.
General Cunningham justifies the
name, which in Chinese means (ac-

korum abounds in wild leeks. Izrat
Ullah notices the wild onions on the
mountains between Dris and Ladak.
Aund according to Klaproth, the term
Tértdsh Dabdn having the same mean-
ing (T'drtdsh being the wild onion), is
applied in Turkestan to the Tsungling
or some J)art of it (“ Ritter,” vii, 411).
But we do not find this name in any
of the recent documeuts.
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Yarkand, and thence, as well as can be understood, by Tash
Kurghén across Pamir to Wakhén, and the territory of the Yetha
or Tukhdra. The name of Wakha or Wakhén, which does not
occur in Hwen Thsang, appears in this narrative under the
Chinese form Poh-ho. “To the south of that country,” he
observes, “are the great snowy mountains, which in the morning
and evening vapours rise up opposite one like gem-spires.”?

The Yetha were then (a.n. 518) still in unbroken power.

Forty countries were tributary to them, including (the traveller

says) Tteh-lo in the south (in which we may probably recolimse

the famous port of Diul or Daibal, on the coast of the Indus

Delta), and the whole country of Laeleh in the north, which

extended from Khotan to the frontiers of Persia. The traveller

gives a few curious particulars of the manners of the Yetha, but

without specifying the custom of lyand?, which other Chinese

writers ascribe to them. The ladies of the court wore long

trains which required the attendance of train bearers, and, as a

head-dress, horns of great length suspending veils.? The king,

on state occasions, sat upon a gilt couch, supported by four

golden pheenixes, a description which (reading ocks for

ghmnixes) exactly agrees with that of the Turkish Khan Diza-

ulus when visited by a Byzantine envoy half a century later.

And the peacocks, transferred to the canopy, survived to a very

recent date in the celebrated throne of Delhi. At Peshdwar the

Chinese pilgrims fell in with another king, of the Yetha race, a

rough warrior who had small respect for the law or priests of
Buddha, and who kept seven hundred elephants of war. He

was possibly the Gollas, with his thousand elephants of war, of
whom Cosmas tells us.

Between the journey of Sungyun and that of Hwen Thsan
occurred a remarkable mission to Transoxiana from the Imperi
Court at Constantinople, to which we have just alluded. In the
year 568 an embassy from Dizabulus, an of the Turks,
arrived at Court. The Turks had by this time thoroughly
beaten the Ephthalites and expelled them from Sogdiana. The
troubles of the time had interrupted the trade in silk, which the<
people of Soghd carried on to their great profit, no doubt as
intermediaries in the trade from China and Khotan. Nao-
shirwan, then king of Persia, alarmed at the rise of the new
power in Transoxiana, and disinclined to make Turks free of his

! “Beal,” p. 184.
2 Hwen Thsang also describes theee
horns, but as peculiar to one of the

home to England) is remarkable, espe-
cially when we take note of the Druze
tradition that their ancestors came

Tukbéra states, Himotala (Daraim).
The ooincidence with the head-dress
of the Druze women of Syria (a fashion
which the Crusades seem to bave sent

from China, and of the quasi-Bud-
dhist elements ascribed to the Druze
religion.—8ec C. Graham in “ Jour.
Roy. Geog. Soc.,” xxviii., pp. 262, 263.
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frontier, checked all attempts to open intimacy, and is even said
to have poisoned a whole batch of the Turk’s ambassadors. On
this the Sogdians, through Maniakh their prince, prevailed on
Dizabulus to open communication with Byzantium, in order
that a direct trade might be initiated with the great Western
consumers of silk.

These Sogdians, so readily transferring their allegiance from
Hun to Turk, we may suppose to have been the forefathers of
the present unwarlike and trafficking Tajiks of Bokhara. It
must be said, indeed, that the name of their prince pertains
rather to Turan than Iran. Yet he may easily have been of
different race from his people.!

The embassy was well received by the Emperor Justin, and
a return mission despatched under Zemarchus, “ Prefect of the
cities of the East.” After many days they arrived in Sogdinna,
where they and their baggage were subjected to a synfbolical
purification by fire, which it is singular to find preserved not
ouly in the etiquettes of the Mongol camps of the thirteenth
century, but even in the Bokhara superstitions of our own day.”

They were conducted to the Khan’s camp, in a valley among
the mountains called Ak-tagh (“ White Mountain”), a name too
trivial to enable us to identify the position. But the mention
of Talas as a position, afterwards passed by the party in company
with the Khan, seems to indicate that his camp lay beyond the
Jaxartes, perhaps in the rich and watered basin still known by
the Turco-Mongol name of Ming-buldk or “ Thousand Springs,”
where the successor of this same sovereign was accustomed to
spend the summer heats. The Byzantine ambassadors on their
return to Europe came, we are told, to the river Oech, in which
we probably have the latest mention of the Oxus, by its name
in the primeval form (Veh or Wakh),® and then to “the great

! Maniak is a Tartar name, and was
that of a prince who invaded Poland in
1468.—8ee Hammer's “ Gold Horde,”

p. 403.

? See “ Cathay,” p. clxiii, Khani-
koff’s ¢ Bokhara,” p. 271.

3 For this identification I am in-
debted to a learned article in the
“ Edinburgh Review,” for January
1872. I venture to differ from the dis-
tinguished reviewer in beliecving Talas
to be the place still so called beyond
the Jaxartes. The place of the great
Khan’s summer encampment is thus
desocribed in A.p. 630 by Hwen Theang :
‘ After having travelled four days’
jourr:;{ west of the river Chu, he
arrived at the Thousand Springs. The
district so called . . . is bounded on
the south by the Snowy Mountains

(Aktagh?), and on three other sides
by level plains. The soil is abundantly
watered, and richly adorned with forest
trees. In the latter months of spring
the soil is richly carpeted with flowers
of every hue. ... The Khan of the
Turks comes hither every year to es-
cape the summer heats. ... After
proceeding (one d.y and a half) to the
westward of the Thousand Springs, the
traveller arrived at the city of Talas,”
&c. (“‘ Pilerins Boud.,” ii. 14; and see
iii. 268). Some notice of the Ming-
bulik tract will be found in the journey
of M. Severtzoff, who visited a part of
it in 1864. The Kirghiz still regard
it as the best place for summer en-
campment in all that region.—* Jour.
Roy. Geog. 8o00.,” vul. x1., p. 367.
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and wide lagoon,” no doubt the Aral. Their course then lay
across the steppes to the Volga, and so by Caucasus and the
Phasis to T'rebizond. This circuitous route was compelled by
the jealous hostility of the Persians, who tried to intercept
them even north of Caucasus. The fragmentary narrative
which alone survives does not describe the outward route, but,
from the same motive, it must also have lain north of the

Caspian.

Vse have already quoted scanty notices from the early
Arabian geographers, and from the zook of Marco Polo. The
journey of the latter extended not only through Balkh, Télikén,
and Badakhshan but by the borders of Shighnan and through
Wakhan and Pamir, all of them names which occur in his
story.

This old traveller has never met with elucidation of a more
striking and interesting kind than in the narrative of Captain
Wood, when following in his footsteps. Nor was there ever a
better example of the manner in which a genuine but obscure
narrative becomes more and more clear and intelligible under
the tests of advancing knowledge, just as the veins of fine wood
or marble come out under polish, than we find in this part of
Marco’s notices.  Little more than a year ago I published an
elaborate commentary on it, from all the sources then available ;
but even since then, the journey of Major Montgomerie’s
“Mirza” has thrown a new light on the subject, and we can
see now, as it was not possible to see then, the ezact route (in
all probability) by which the Venetians travelled from Pamir to
Kaslingar. Perfectly true and accurate as Marco Polo’s Oxus
geography was, it was far beyond the digestion of his own or the
following ages. Information so far in advance of an author’s
own time is like prophecy, which only becomes clear in the light
of its fulfilment.

In 1405 Ruy Gonzales de Clavijo with his brother envoys
from Castille, after passing through Balkh, crossed the Oxus by
a bridge of boats, on his way to the court of Taimidr at
Samarkand. He saw Transoxiana flourishing as no traveller
has had a chance of seeing it since, and he was the first and last
European traveller whom we know to have passed through the
famous Iron Gate above Termedh. But he was not.higher up
the great river than that city; and of Badakhshan he saw
nothing, though he found the prince of that country (Balaxia)
at Taimir’s court. and paid him a visit, eager with questions as
to the manner of finding the rubies which had carried the
name of his country into regions so remote.

In 1558-59 our countryman Anthony Jenkinson succeeded
in reaching Bokhara, travelling as an explorer on behalf of the
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Muscovy Company by Astrakan, the Caspian, and the Turkman
desert. He found no commercial promise in Bokhara under
the Uzbeks, but brought back among other observations one of the
latitude of the capital, which was by no means accurate, though
perhaps a better approximation than the map makers of his time
were prepared to turn to account.!

It was more than three hundred and thirty years from the
time of Polo’s journey, ere he had a European follower through
Badakhshan, and across Pamir. This was the Lay-Jesuit Bene-
dict Goés, a truly noble character, and a man whose name would
have occupied one of the brightest places in the history of
geographf', had he survived to tell his story in a complete and
intelligible shape. His object was the exploration of Cathay,
the determination of its whereabouts, and the reconnoissance of
its capabilities as a mission field. He started from Agra in the
latter part of 1602, and travelled by Lahore, Attock, and
Peshdwar to Kabul. After long detention here he proceeded
by Parwén across the Hindu Kush, and so by Badakhshan and
Pamir to Sarikol, and thence by the Chichiklik Pass and the
Tangitdr valley to Yarkand. This latter part of his route is

rfectly clear in the light of recent exploration, but in

adalzhshan the obscurities of the narrative, as we have it, are
t.

9. The material available is too defective, nor would it be
of interest to trace the growth of juster conceptions of the
geography of Bucharia (as it was termed) during the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries. The translation of Edrisi
and the Arabian tables, utilized’ especially by the great French
cartographers, assisted this, as did the iuformation that
gradually began to come from the Russian side, and that which
was gat ere§ by Rennell in India. The amount of material
collected by Elphinstone and Macartney during the Peshiwar
mission of 1809 was very large, but greatly needed to be bound
together by actual travel and survey. Still it added much new
detail to the maps; and that of Macartney is still, on certain
inds, truer than later ones® The publication of Sultén

aber’s autobiography followed (1826), with an admirable
introduction by the principal translator, Mr. W. Erskine, who

3 It is to be regretted that Mr. El-
phinstone did not print the Itineraries

1 Jenkinson’s observations make the
latitude of Bokhara 89° 10’. Burues

made it 89° 43', and Khanikoff 39° 46'.
Ulugh Beg’s table gives 39° 50’

* One of his stages is recorded as
Serpanil, probably Sir-Pamir “top of
Pamir” Pamil is the Alai Kirghiz
pronunciation, as we learn from Fed-
chenko. It comes close to Hwen
Thsang’s Pomilo.

used by Macartney in preparing his
map. Ho ap) to have

some of which I can find no details
now, and which now could be better
utilized than was the case sixty years
ago.
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possessed a remarkable knowledge of the geography of those
countries.

The memorable journey of Alexander Burnes (published
by Mr. Murray in 1834) formed an era in Central Asian
Ee raphy. Apart from the singular charm of his narrative,

e for the first time afforded a chain of observations tying
together the Indus, the Oxus, Bokhara, and the frontier of
Persia, which formed the chief basis of Mr. John Arrowsmith’s
long unrivalled map of Central Asia, originally published as an
accompaniment to %urnes’s work.!

Burnes deserved well, not only for what he did himself, but
for what he stimulated others to do. His assistants durin,
his second journey to Kabul, Leech, Lord, and Woob,?
contributed valuable matter to the stock of knowledge.

Of these, Wood’s services were by far the most memorable.
And we cannot doubt that his name will live in the select
list of eminent explorers. He was the first, as this book
relates, to trace the Oxus to one of its chief sources; the first
European in modern times—first and last as yet, five-and-thirty
years after his journey—to stand on the table-land of Pamir;
and it is still on his book and survey that we have to rely for
the backbone of our Oxus geography. The book, in its clear
manly and, cheerful narrative is, in many respects, a pattern
book of travels. Its almost only fault, it seems to me, is that
the author seems scarcely aware of the importance of his own
researches and of their full record, and thus it does not contain
go much detail as a geographical student desires. Indeed, his
original preface alludes to the omissions which had been forced
on him by the fear of passing into a second volume; no doubt
an essential consideration when a traveller has to find a
publisher to take the risk of putting forth his narrative.
Among the details omitted on that ground he specifies: “ Vo-
cabularies of the dialects spoken among the mountain tribes

! M. Khanikoff has criticized Burnes
severely, as well as the body of Anglo-
Indian travellers. I have made some
remarks on the subject elsewhere, not
inconsistent, I trust, with the sincere
respect which I feel for M. Khanikoff
(see “Ocean Highways,” edited by
Mr. C. R. Markham, C.B,, for July
1872). M. Khanikoff does not notice
the labours of Elphinstone and Ma-
cartney. But I may point out that
they corrected two of the most serious
errors to which he alludes, viz., as to
the true direction of the flow of the
Herat river, and as to the position of
Khabis (see * Caubul,” 3rd ed., i. 155 ;

and ii. 896). Macartney assigns to the
latter lat. 30° 40’ and long. 58°18', a
surprising approximation to the truth,
things considered. It is true, and
not creditable, that our maps continued
for many years afterwards, some of them
even after the publication of Mr. Ab-
bott's excellent diary, and till that of
M. Kbanikoff’s own survey, to mis-
represent the position of Khabis.
2 Major Leech, of the Bombay En-
ineers, died in 1845. Dr. Percival
rd was killed at the fight of Parwén-
tlia“r?)h, at the base of Hindu Kush, in
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to the north of Hindu Kush.” The loss of these is deeply to
be regretted, for, so far as I know, we are still without any
vocabularies of the districts of the Upper Oxus, such as Wakhan,
Shighnan, Zeb4k, Roshan, &c., full of interest as such a series
would be. It is strange to find, years after Wood’s explicit
statements as to the elevated plain of Pamir, doubts expressed
as to its existence, just as if (to say nothing of Marco Polo)
Wood’s journey never had been made, or his narrative, from
every line of which truth shines, had never been published.!
Even in M. Fedchenko’s recent letters describing his successful
visit to the Alai steppe, he speaks of his own firm belief in the
real existence of the high plain of Pamir as if it were quite
exceptional.

10. In the year or two immediately following Captain Wood’s
journey there seemed reason to look for the erection of a large
superstructure on the foundation he had laid. British outposts
reached as far as Saighén and Haibak (or Samangin, the
birthplace of Rustum,) in the valley of Khulm; and British
shrapnel rattled about the ears of the gigantic Buddhas in
the gorge of old Bamian. But the dark days came speedily,
and our knowledge of the Oxus region stood still. Khanikoft’s
able work on Bokhara (1843) dealt with the valley of the Soghd,
and scarcely touched on that of the Oxus. A wall of iron
seemed to separate us from that region, and it was with surprise
that we received General Ferrier’s narrative (1856), embracing
among his extensive travels a rapid journey from Herat to
Balkh and Khulm, and back to Herat by untrodden routes
through the country of the Eimdks and western Hazéras,
and the valley of Ghar, the cradle of the Ghurid dynasty.
But no substantial addition to our knowledge of the Oxus
. countries was made for twenty years after Wood’s publication.
Abdul Mejid’s mission to Kokan then gave us the first modern
account of a journey across the latitude of the Pamir plateau.
The Punjab trade Report (1862), compiled by Mr. Davies, now
Lieutenant-Governor of that province, was accompanied by nume-
rous appendices containing a mass of new and valuable informa-
tion, chiefly supplied by Mahomed Amin, formerly the guide of
Adolphus Schlagintweit, and by Pandit Manphul, a well-educated
Hindll)l gentleman in the service of the Punjab Government.?
In 1868 we began to reap the fruits of systematic exploration
by trained Asiatics beyond our frontier, a system originated
by Col. J. T. Walker, R.E., and matured and carried out with

! See note in vol. xxi. of the “Jour- tience from Mahomed Amin, chiefly, I
nal of the Roy. Geog. Soc.,” p. 65. believe, by Col. P. Lumeden, the present

* The geographical information was  Quartcrmaster-General of the Army in
extracted with admirable skill and pa- India.
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singular perseverance, tact, and success by Major T. G.
Montgomerie. The first of these journeys was that of Munshi
Mahomed Hamid, who in 1865 succeeded in bringing back a
highly satisfactory survey of the route from Ladak to Yarkand,
and many observations for the latitude of the latter city. This
meritorious man died on the journey just after recrossing
the Karakorum Range. His achievement was followed by
that which is the most memorable and successful of these
exglorations, that of « the Pandit,” who, in 1866, reached Lhassa,
and determined the position of that famous and inaccessible
city, connecting it by a route survey up the whole length of
the Sanpu valley, with the holy lakes of Kailds and the valley
of the Bpger Indus, a chain of entirely new work stretching
through 11° of longitude. In the meantime (1866) Mr. Johnson
of the Indian Survey had succeeded in reaching Khotan, and
making observations there, bringing back not only his own
head upon his shoulders, but the first notices of that region
that we possess by a visitor since the days of Benedict Goés.
The spirited journeys of Mr. R. Shaw and Lieut. Hayward
to Yarkand and Kashgar followed (1868-9), and then the
mission of Mr. Douglas Forsyth, C.B., accompanied by Mr. Shaw,
to the former city (1870). %’Ve have already had much valuable
geographical information from Mr. Shaw, and a great deal more
may be looked for, in the position which he now holds at Ladak.
11. Another emissary of Major Montgomerie’s, the Mirza,}
reached Kashgar from Kabul by way of Badakhshan and Pamir
during the detention of Messrs. Shaw and Hayward at that city
(winter of 1868-69). This worthy has been the first to tie
together the basins of the Oxus and the Tarim by a chain of
route measurements and compass bearings, with several de-
terminations of latitude. Had we not been prepared for his
results by the labours of Mahomed Hamid, corroborated by
Messrs. Shaw and ‘Hayward, which showed how erroneous were
the longitudes heretofore assigned to the great cities of Eastern
Turkestan, there can be little doubt that the accuracy of the
Mirza’s work would have been subject to general misgiving.
But a main result of the longitudes deduced from the former
explorations had been the great enlargement of the width of
the unknown mountain-country between the Upper Oxus valley -
and the basin of Eastern Turkestan. The amount of this reform
may be best appreciated from the fact, that the distance from
Faizdbdd of Balakbshan to Kashgar, as the crow flies, which
in Kiepert’s «“ Asia” (of 1864) amounts to two hundred English
miles, extends by Colonel Walker's Map of 1867 to three

' Major Montgomeri.’s emissaries true names, according to M. Pauthier,
are like the emperors of China, whose are not known till they are dead.
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hundred and twelve miles, and by a more recent compilation
since the Mirza's journey to three hundred and sixty-four.
This at once threw light on a matter which had always caused

rplexity, viz., the great number of days assigned by Marco
E?)lo, Goés, and all the Oriental Itineraries, to the e
between Eastern and Western Turkestan. Between Yarkand
and Pamir, again, our maps had nothing to show that implied
human occupancy beyond one or two names resting on
questionable authority, and representing one knew not what,
of which Karchu was the most prominent! Nor had we any
knowledge of settled towns and villages in those mountain
recesses. Yet the old Chinese pilgrims to India, whose route
lay this way, speak of principalities that must have lain in
this region. Such was the state of Uchcha (of which a trace
seems to survive in the name of the Uch or Vachcha valley),
and es({)ecially that of Kabandha, visited by Hwen Thsang in
descending from Pamir in A.p. 645. The population of this
state was indeed small, and the people rude; but they had
attained some degree of civilization, for they had a consider-
able cultivation of wheat and pulse; they ﬁoesessed 8 written
character, and they had some half-score of Buddhist convents.
‘We now know this state, which was reckoned an ancient
kizgdom in the seventh century, to be identical with the
modern territory of Sarikol, otherwise called Tash Kurghan
from its chief town. The foundation of this place is ascribed
to the ancient Turanian king Afrasidb, t.e, it is of legendary
antiquity. It is of oblong or oval form, is stated to be
more than a mile and a half in circumference, with walls
built of great blocks of stone now in dilapidation,® and stands
in the middle of an extensive plain between two rivers.
The people are generally alleged to be (or rather, as we
must now say, to have been) of T4jik race; whether from
the first a solitary outlying enclave of that race which had
settled beyond Imaus, or, as Mr. Shaw has recently main-
tained, a last surviving relic of a Téjik pospulation which
anciently occupied the whole Kashgar basin.® Though the

! This will-o’-the-wisp, which has four Sarikoli words (“ Pund::) Report,”
bog; 80 many commentators, has App., p. cecliii. a). Of this number,
been identified by the venerable Ritter some ten are plainly Turki, about

with the Chdrchundr of Goés, and by
Mr. Beal with the Kiesha of Fahian,
whilst in fact it never had any exist-
cnce. From what concourse of atoms
it grew will be indicated hereafter.

2 Manphul says of hewn stone, the
Mirza of rough stone. It should be
noticed that Faiz Bakhsh does not
think the fortress of great antiquity.

* Manphil gives a amall list of sixty-

twelve are Persian, seven or eight
Banskrit or Hindu; of the rest I cannof
trace connection. Faiz Bakbsh calls
the people of Sarikol Hazdras, a term
which he extends to those of Wakhan
and Kanjid also, identifying them with
the tribes so called to the westward.
I suppose this to be a mistake. Those
Hill-states were called, as we have seen,
in the sixtecath century, the Hasdrajdt
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population had been much reduced by the kidnapping forays
of their neighbours, and the emigrations which these pro-
voked, they did survive here down to 1869, when the valley
was harried by the Atalik Ghézi, the new sovereign of Kashgar,
and the whole of the inhabitants swept away, to be replaced
by Kirghiz.

The “Mirza’s” work, as a line binding the two sides of
Imaus, is invaluable, but it conveys no such mass of information
as did the work of the original immortal “ Pandit.” It is a
mere skeleton. But recollecting the extraordinary treatment
that Captain Wood’s data have met with in recent years from
various Continental geographers, perverted ad libitwm, or shoved
aside altogether to make room for the Gulliverian geography
of the Freiherr Georg Ludwig von (Weissnichtwo), it is highly
satisfactory to find the entire general and often closely detailed
agreement of the Mirza’s work with Wood’s.! We must not
lay any stress on the Mirza’s thermometrical observations for
height. Faizdbdd is set down by Wood (p. 164) at 3,500
feet above the sea, whilst the Mirza makes it 5,100. Ish
Kashm is reckoned by Wood 8,700, whilst the Mirza makes
it 10,800. At the head of the Wakhan valley they come
back to a better agreement. But these wide discrepancies
shake our faith in the deduction which has been made by
Major Montgomerie, from the comparison of their observations
of altitude, as to the relative height of the two Oxus sources
in the lakes of Great and Little Pamir; and the fact must
still rest rather on the general considerations urged by Wood
himself (p. 217).

The absence of collateral detail in the Mirza’s survey leaves
us on various points in darkness, which a word or two recorded
on the spot would have dispelled. But justice cannot be done
to his work without attention to the hardships and difficulties
under which his observations were made on those high lands
in the depth of winter, superadded to the absolute necessity of
secrecy in accomplishing them,?

Bdlddast, or Upper Hazéras, but it is

the ocommon starting-point, and the
not likely that this had any ethno- i

same longitude within two miles is

logical bearing. In fact, the Hazdras
of the Perso-Afghan frontier seem to
be themselves of very various race.

! It is right, however, to observe that
this agreement is not so close as one
might gather from the instance of
Panja, quoted by Major Montgomerie,
in which the differences are in latitude
8’, in longitude only 2'. Though the
same longitude is assumed for Kabul,

obtained for Panja, the last common
point of their surveys,—there is along
the whole interval between Kunduz
and Faizdbid (inclusive) a difference
of 10’ in their longitudes. I have no
doubt that the preference is to be given
to Wood.

? In the map accompanying this
essay I have ventured in two or three
points to deviate from the data afforded



1 FAIZ BAKHSH—SEVERTZOFF, FEDCHENKO. [Essay.

Faiz Bakhsh was employed by Mr. Douglas Forsyth, in 1870,
to travel vid Badakhshan and Pamir to meet him at Yarkand,
when on his recent mission to the Atalik Ghézi. He mentions
having previously travelled twice to Samarkand and Bokhara.
He is not a surveyor, but is evidently a clever, intelligent,
active person, and his jonrnal seems to have been kept with
exemplary diligence, recording at frequent intervals the
direction of march and time occupied, besides a number of facts
in the collateral geography of his route. I have found it a
very useful aid in forming some approach to a connected idea of
the Pamir topography, and generally in supplying new names
to the blank spaces on our maps of Badakh.eﬁan. Faiz Bakhsh’s
journey coincides with Captain Wood’s somewhat further
than the Mirza’s. He leaves Wood’s route to Lake Victoria
at the Zerzamin stream (see Wood, p. 217), striking off to the
left there, and following for some distance the traci of Abdul
Mejid on his way to Kokan. He seems to quit this on the
plain of Khargoshi, and strikes the eastern end of Lake Victoria,
to which he gives the new name of Lake Sikandari, a title
which he applies also to the river which issues from it, Wood’s
Oxus. From this point he goes eastward by the Aktash and
Shindi Passes to Tash Kurghan, joining (I apprehend) the
Mirza’s route to that place in its latter part. He then crosses
the Chichiklik spur of Pamir by the high Pass of Ydmbulak,
and for the rest of his journey to Yanghisdr his route is that
of the Mirza. Faiz Bakhsh evidently took great pains with
the task assigned him, and deserves high commendation.

The last explorer to whom I can refer is a havildar or native
sergeant of Sappers, who, under Major Montgomerie’s instructions,
accomplished in 1870 a route survey, from Peshdwar to Faiz-
4bad, by way of Dhir, Chitral, and the Dordh Pass over the
Hindu Kush range, coming down upon Captain Wood’s route
at Zebdk (see Wood, p. 202). The map sipplies a valuable
and interesting additional link ; but the report is very brief.

It is only recently that the Russian expll)grers have begun to
trench on the geographical field of this review. M. Severt-
zoff’s actual journey in the Thian Shan does not come within
it, though his excellent remarks on the relation of the Tsung-
ling or Pamir mass to the Thian Shan and Himalya, are
suggested by that joarney. But M. Felchenko’s recent jour-

by the Mirza. The chief of these is, gomerie, in his Report on the Mirza’s
that I have placed the fort of Panja  woik (Indian ed., p. Ixix.), says that
on tho south instead of the morth side it is on the left bank, ¢.e, the south.
of the river. It seems to me to be Wood’s map omits it, strange to say.
represented implicitly, if not exglicitly, Major Montgomerie himself is not dis-
by both Wood and Fuiz Bakhsh as on  pused summarily to reject this correction.
the south bank; and Major Mont-
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ney (1871) to the Dasht-i-Alai (as well as to the upper waters
of the Jaxartes) is an era not only in Central Asian geography,
but in that specially of Pamir and the Upper Oxus.! Now that
the Russian travellers have found admission to Kokan, we may
look to a rapid advance in the exploration of Pamir, &c., from
the north. And we shall hear no more of the Klaprothian
geography, of which a few words must be said.

12. Geography, like Divinity, has its Apocrypha, and no
sketch like this would be complete without some notice of that
curious branch of the subject. We have both apocryphal
narratives and apocryphal localities.

I am sorry to be obliged to include under this head those
extracts from the diary of Colonel Gardiner, which appeared in
the twenty-second volume of the Journal of the Asiatic Society
of Bengal; for Colonel Gardiner is not only a real person, and
one who has had real personal acquaintance with the regions of
which we are treating, to a degree, it is believed, far surpassing
that of any European or native traveller whose narrative has
been published, but he appears to have acquired the esteem of
men like the late Sir Henry Durand, whose good opinion was of
unusual worth. But I know not how else to classify the paper.
I have read it some half-dozen times at considerable intervals,
on each occasion hoping that increased acquaintance with the
topography would at last enable me to trace some fraction of
the writer’s journeys, and to draw out some new facts on which
one could rely. But every trial has ended in disappointment
and mystification. When we read the narratives or incidental
notices of other travellers, however far remove! from us in date,
and however fragmentary, we can generally trace their direction
by known landmarks, and connect their new localities with old
names., Marco Polo and John Wood, Hwen Thsang and the
Mirza, throw a flood of light upon each other, though sepa-
rated by intervals of 600 and 1200 years. But in trying to
follow Colonel Gardiner, it is very different: well-known names
now and then occur in the diary, such as Kunduz, Badakhshan,
Darah Darwdz, Yarkand, Gilghit. But amid the phantasmagoria
of antres vast and deserts idle, of weird scenery and uncouth
nomenclature, which flashes past us in the diary till our heads
go round, we alight upon those familiar names as if from the
clouds; they linﬁ to nothing before or behind ; and the travel-
ler’s tracks remind us of that uncanny creature which is said to
haunt the eternal snows of the Sikkim Himalya, and whose
footsteps are found only at intervals of forty or fifty yards!

With surprise and delighted curiosity like my own, many

' And I regret that this essay must his, or any further detail than is con-
be printed before I can see any map of tained in ** Petermann,” for June 1872.



lii ANONYMOUS ITINERARIES BY KLAPROTH? [Essay.

maust have read in the valuable collection of translations by the
Messrs. Michell, called “ The Russians in Central Asia,” an extract
from M. Veniukhoff’s account of the existence in the military
archives of St. Petersburg, of two unpublished records of
exploration, one German and the other Chinese, among the
obscurest and most interesting portions of Central Asia. h-
gar, Tashbalik, Bolor, Bad an, Wakhan, Kokan, and other
names were there, the mere enumeration of which was enough
as M. Veniukhoff observed, to excite the irresistible curiosity
of all who had made a study of the geography of that region.
The particulars which afterwards became accessible to English
readers, through papers by MM. Veniukhoff and Khanikoff,
showed that one ofpt;\ese documents consisted of the journals of
a German traveller, Georg Ludwig von (the name carefully
erased in the original), who had been employed by the Anglo-
Indian Government at some date (not stated), in the latter
part of last century, to purchase horses in Turkestan. The
Journal was accompanied by elaborate maps, and by a series of
thirty astronomical determinations of position. The papers
were asserted to have been deposited in the archives of the
Russian War Office on the 14th August 1806. -

This traveller’s journey extends from Kashmir across the
Indus, and northwards to Kashgar, then uE the Yapnyar or
Yamanyar river to Lake Kardkil, and southward by the river
and town of Bolor, and across a river Duvan to the “town of
Badakhshan.” Both Bolor and Badakhshan were found in the
occupation of Chinese garrisons. From Badakhshan the tra-
veller proceeds due north, and arrives, strange to say, at Vockan
(Wakhan), and after that travels by Lake Riang Kil and over
a mountain range to Kokan. Thence he is stated to have
returned through Samarkand and Yarkand to Kashmir, but I
have seen no extracts from this part of his journey.

The other document is the Itinerary of a Chinese traveller,
translated by Klaproth in 1821. It leads from Kashgar to
Yarkand an({ the valley of the Indus, and thence in a north-
westerly direction into Badakhshan, Bolor, Wakhan and Kokan.

There is no need to dwell on the controversy which arose
upon these documents. Their fictitious character had been
essentially established by Sir Henry Rawlinson, even before
the lamented Lord Strangford’s discovery that a parallel mass
of papers, embodying much of the same peculiar geography and
nomenclature, existed in the London Foreign Office, purportin
to be the Report of a Russian expedition sent through Centra
Asia to the frontiers of India, in the beginning of this century.
The papers having been purchased from the celebrated Julins
Henry von Klaproth in 1824, there can be little doubt, it is
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to be feared, that the acute and brilliant linguist and geo-
gragher was himself the author of all three sets of papers; nor
perhaps was there any contem[iorary capable of accomplishing
a fraud of the kind so successfully.!

Not on this occasion only has %laproth, living or dead, been
a leader of gross geographical heresy. He too it was, who, by
dint of Chinese learning and considerable distortion of ascer-
tained geography, argued the waters of the great Tibetan
Sanpu into the Irawadi, and in that matter corrupted the geo-
graphical sense, not ouly of his own countrymen, but of some
eminent French cartographers, so that the false doctrine is
scarcely dead and buried to this day.

Apart from detailed analysis and Lord Strangford’s discovery,
one fact is notable and fatal. If, leaving out these three.docu-
ments, we take the whole series of Itineraries from Hwen
Thsang (I might say from Ptolemy’s Seric traders) to the Mirza,
we shall find a common core in all, enabling us easily to recog-
nise the same geographical facts, and in great measure the same
names. But when we take up the extracts or abstracts of this
German or this Chinese traveller, we find nothing that fits in
with this consistent and gradual growth of knowledge. Take,
for example, the localities Badakhshan, Shignan, Wakhan, and
Pamir. e find these with the same order of place, first in
Hwen Thsang, again in Marco Polo, again in Elphinstone’s work,
and in Burnes’s, till Wood, in his ascent of the Oxus, defined
their position by actual observations, with which all the later
reports are in entire accordance. But in the Russian documents
the relative position is entirely misrepresented.? Or take an
Oriental history, such as the Autobiography of Baber, or the
History of Mir Haidar, so often quoted by Quatremeére and by
Sir Henry Rawlinson. Here we find a variety of names and
incidental notices of places in these regions, an ever increasing
number of which we are enabled to assign to their proper posi-
tions with more or less of certainty. Thus, take names (I give
them without election) like Yamgdn, Khwdja Changal, <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>